HISTORY
OF THE

$
TRAVELING

VIP




TRAVELING

VIP
$

YEAR 2003




TRAVELING

VIP
A majority of FMCA members are volunteers. Whether they serve as national officers or help to put on
a chapter rally, they like to give. FMCA could not operate without the dedication and hard work of its
members. But volunteering is about more than just work — it is great fun and gives us a sense of
satisfaction in helping others.
These thoughts were the focus of a campfire discussion one evening in May 2003 at Humboldt
Redwoods State Park in northern California. Jack and Pat Peyton, F199779; Larry and Denise Fosler,
F232635; and the two of us are volunteers at the park. We were discussing the satisfaction of helping
out at the park while enjoying the beauty of a truly world-class environment. Furthermore, we discussed
the inquiries we received from park visitors as to how we were able to find such wonderful positions
and how they might do the same. We knew there were many opportunities available to those who seek
them out.
The discussion led to the idea of forming an FMCA chapter that focuses on the subject of volunteering
in the public parks. No doubt many FMCA members have served at various federal, state, and local
parks in a number of capacities while living in their motorhomes. And many more FMCAers likely would
be interested in finding out more about these programs and where they are available.
On November 1, 2003, officers were elected, bylaws were adopted, and the Traveling VIP chapter was
born. VIP, as you might guess, stands for "volunteers in parks." The chapter charter was granted in
December, and we are now off and running. Chapter rallies will take place in Northern California for the
most part, to minimize driving distances. However, we will address additional areas that may be of
interest to our members.
Our first chapter get-together took place at the Western Area Rally in Indio, California, in January 2004.
As one might expect, we planned to volunteer at Indio, a perfect setting for our kickoff. FMCA national
and Western Area officers also attended our informal meeting. In March we plan to hold our first
chapter rally at a park that has a volunteer program. Park personnel will be invited to join with us to
discuss their volunteer program and any other park programs they may know of. Food, fun, and
fellowship also will be a major part of our gathering.
An abundance of volunteer positions are available in public parks, which must have volunteers to
operate. Positions as campground hosts, visitors center hosts, docents, and other jobs are offered in
many choice locations throughout the year. Whatever your interests are, there probably is a volunteer
job that fits you well.
You don't have to commit to be a volunteer to join the Traveling VIP chapter. The main purpose of the
chapter is to exchange information and help each other pursue a dream. It's enough to be interested
and want to gain additional information. The rest will happen if and when the time is right for you. You
may very well open a door into an exciting new chapter of your life.
For more information about the Traveling VIPs chapter, contact FMCA's Chapter Services department
at (800) 543-3622.



Minutes of New Volunteer Chapter Organizational Mee

ting

November 1, 2003, at 9:30 AM in King City, CA

The meeting was called to order and conducted
by Tom Ainsley, Senior Vice President of the Western
Motor Home Association.

Those members present included; Ollie and
Leon Abbott, Joan and Tom Ainsley, Tusa and Cel Al-
fafara, Fernando and Gary Bender, Eloisa and Don
Bunn, Marilyn and Ken Johnson, Joan and Jim Keeler,
Jan and Chuck Gulebian, Tom and Sheryl Murphy,
Ruby and John Rodina, Betty and Kurt Simon and
Kathy and John Vennemeyer.

Joan Ainsley was appointed as temporary sec-
retary.

Tom Ainsley explained the
process of forming a new chapter. We
have 27 active family members who
have signed the petition to join. We
then proceeded to fulffill the required
paper-work.

The purpose of the chapter will |
be to promote volunteering in govern- g
ment (public) parks, social, recrea-
tional and informational exchange ac-
tivities that provide for the enjoyment
and pleasurable use of family member
coaches. Members can either be past
or present volunteers or be interested
in learning more about volunteering.

The area/scope of this chapter .
shall be authorized to function in Northern California
and/or location of an area (north of the Bakersfield/San
Luis Obispo area).

The name of the chapter was voted upon. It is
to be the Traveling VIP chapter.

The dues of the chapter will be due November
15 of each year and will be $10.00 per year with an ini-
tiation fee of $15.00. Members who sign up before De-
cember 31 are charter members and will pay $25.00
which will cover the dues for 2004 as well as the initia-
tion fee. Members whose dues are unpaid for more
than 30 days after becoming due are delinquent and
after 90 days membership is cancelled.

The chapter approved the motion to send $35.00 to
FMCA for our chapter registration fee.

The chapter voted to abide by FMCA’s Consti-
tution and By-laws. The Chapter Bylaws were dis-
cussed and adopted. The Chapter Bylaws are effective
as of November 1, 2003.

It was decided to have checks written by the
chapter to require 2 signatures for amounts over
$250.00. The three possible signatures are the treas-
urer, president and vice president/ wagonmaster.

The election of officers was held. The following
officers were elected: President—Les McCargo; Vice-
President/ Wagonmaster—Leon Abbott; Secretary—
Kathy Vennemeyer; Treasurer—Betty Simon; Na-
tional Director—Tom Ainsley; Alternate National Direc-
tor—Sheryl Murphy.

The discussion on how often to meet was held
by Leon Abbott. It was decided to have 3 meetings a
year. We will have a barbecue at Indio and a rally in
early March at Bodega Bay with the Rodinas and
Alfafaras as trail bosses.

Tom Ainsley thanked everyone for their partici-
pation

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM.

Joan Ainsley
Secretary pro tem
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2004 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Les McCargo

VP/WAGONMASTER

Leon Abbott

TREASURER

Betty Simon

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeye r

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Tom Ainsley

ALTERNATE NATIONAL

DIRECTOR
Sheryl Murphy

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
WEBMASTER

Eileen Owen




Members attending Rally at Clear il A

Lake State Park Aprll 4 6 2004 _

Leon & Ollie Abbo Clear Lake California
n i

Cee(l)& TusaeAIfafa;a Clear Lake State Park

Tom & Joan Ainsley
F
L3

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle

Murray Hunter & Eminja Maganja
Marilyn & Ken Johnson

Jim & Joan Keeler

George and Idabelle Marsh

Les & Alice McCargo

John & Ruby Rodina

Betty & Kurt Simon

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

"'h-h e i
Trail Bosses: John & Ruby and A &1 l‘;"la'ﬁ

Cel & Tusa

e

!
-

Clear Lake State Park is on the shores of Cali-
fornia’s largest freshwater lake. The area is
popular for all kinds of water recreation, includ-
ing swimming, fishing, boating and water-skiing.
Anglers can catch large mouth bass, crappie,
bluegill and channel catfish. The park is the
— nesting place for waterfowl.

Hikers enjoy the Indian Nature Trail, a self-
guided trail that shows how the Pomo people,
who lived in the area for centuries, utilized the
area’s resources. The trail passes through the
site of what was once a Pomo village.




Members attending Rally

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle
Murray Hunter & Eminja
Maganja

Marilyn & Ken Johnson
Jim & Joan Keeler

Les & Alice McCargo
Betty & Kurt Simon

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses: Les & Alice

October 1-3 2004
Watsonville California
Wilder Ranch, Mission Santa Cruz,
Seacliff State Beach

Seacliff’s most obvious attraction is its odd pier. This pier begins traditionally
enough with a 500-foot long wooden structure protruding into Monterey Bay; its ex-
tension, however, is something to behold. The wood pier connects to the scuttled
Palo Alto, a World War l-era supply ship. A group of coastal entrepreneurs pur-
chased the vessel in 1929, then sank the ship at the end of the pier. The Palo Alto
was then remodeled into an amusement center complete with carnival booths,
dance hall, restaurant and swimming pool.

The renovated plank part of the pier is popular with anglers hoping
to hook halibut, perch, ?ounder and more. The pier's far end is re-
served for resting and roosting seabirds, including pelicans and cor-
morants. Migrating California gray whales can frequently be
glimpsed from the pier.

Several restored buildings once belonging to the Wilder
family are preserved. The park has tours and living history
demonstrations to help visitors explore the history of early
—.ranchers and farmers along the

& Central Coast. The site was origi-
B nally the main rancho supplying

%2 Santa Cruz Mission. It later became
a successful and innovative dairy
WK ranch. Surrounding grounds include
[l Victorian homes, gardens, and his-
toric adobe.
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2005 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Les McCargo

VP/WAGONMASTER

Leon Abbott

TREASURER

Betty Simon

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeye r

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Tom Ainsley

ALTERNATE NATIONAL

DIRECTOR
Sheryl Murphy

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
WEBMASTER

Eileen Owen



May 16 2005

Chico California

Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park

Members attending Rally

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle

Les & Alice McCargo

Tom & Sheryl Murphy
Betty & Kurt Simon
Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses:

John Bidwell

Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park is a beautiful, three story, 26
room Victorian House Museum that stands as a memorial to John
and Annie Bidwell. John Bidwell was known throughout California
and across the nation as an important pioneer, farmer, soldier,
statesman, politician and philanthropist. Annie Ellicott Kennedy
Bidwell, the daughter of a socially prominent, high ranking Wash-
ington official, was deeply religious, and committed to a number of
moral and social causes. Annie was very active in the suffrage and
prohibition movements.

The Bidwells were married April 16, 1868 in Washington, D.C. with
then President Andrew Johnson and future President Ulysses S.
Grant among the guests. Upon arrival in Chico, the Bidwell's used
the Mansion extensively for entertainment of friends. Some of the
guests that visited Bidwell Mansion were President Rutherford B.
Hayes, General William T. Sherman, Susan B. Anthony, Frances
Willard, Governor Stanford, John Muir, and Asa Gray.

When constructed, Bidwell Mansion featured the most modern
plumbing, gas lighting and water systems. The overall style of the
three-story brick structure is that of an Italian Villa, an informal,
warmly romantic style. The building's exterior is finished with a pink
tinted plaster.



Members attending Rally at
Tahoe Valley Campground

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Gary and Femnanda Bender
Marilyn & Ken Johnson
Tom & Sheryl Murphy

Jim & Eileen Owen

Bob & Carol Philis

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses: Gary and Fer-
nanda and Jim & Eileen

June 18 2005
South Lake Tahoe California

It was a chilly week-end at Lake
Tahoe. In addition to the seven
coaches listed above, Leon and
Ollie Abbott joined us on Satur-
day. Friday evening we enjoyed
appetizers and wine provided by
the Benders.

Whether you prefer the
luxuries of an RV or the
excitement of tent camp-
ing, you'll be surrounded
by the breathtaking
beauty of towering pines
and mountain vistas.
You'll enjoy the beaches
or a stroll by the river.
When you've finished playing and relaxing in the great out-
doors, the fabulous casinos of Stateline, Nevada offer world
famous dining and casino night life for your pleasure. Tahoe
Valley RV Resort offers something for everyone. Bring the
whole family. Some call it camping. We call it fun!

Lake Tahoe rally was a great outing. It was a very  relaxing day
thanks to the Benders and the Owens. They selected a very
nice place for the rally.

Too cold to utilize the swimming pool, even though it was
heated, everyone did their own thing until dinner, then we
walked over to the Italian restaurant and imbibed i n some deli-

cious food.



October 23-25 2005
Members attending Rall Nevada Clty California
at Grass Valley ’ Empire Mine State Historic Park

Fairgrounds

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle
Murray Hunter &

Eminja Maganja

Marilyn & Ken Johnson
Jim & Joan Keeler

Betty & Kurt Simon
Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses: Leon & Ollie
and Tom & Joan

Empire Mine, one of Califor-
nia's richest, produced more
than six million ounces of gold
during its 100 years of opera-
tion. The gold mine, along with
784 acres of gold country, is
preserved in Empire Mine State
Historic Park.

Shortly after the great gold rush of 1849, logger George
Roberts discovered an outcropping of gold-bearing quartz
about where today's visitors park their cars. Miners
swarmed these hills to lay claim to the riches below. Trou-
ble was, the gold was way below the surface, which pretty
well thwarted most of the low-tech, low-budget prospectors.
The miners dug 20- to 40-foot “coyote holes,” tunneled and
blasted, only to see their efforts fall victim to cave-ins or
?00ds.

Around 1851, George Roberts and his fellow gold-seekers
sold their claims to a consortium that consolidated them
and dubbed the operation the Empire Mine. San Francisco
businessman William Bourn and his son William Jr. took
over in 1870 and, after investing more money and digging
deeper than many thought possible, eventually turned a
profitin the 1880s and beyond.

Much of the Empire’'s success can be attributed to the ex-
perienced hard-rock miners from Cornwall, England who
came here. By some accounts, the 1890 population of
Grass Valley was 85 percent Cornish.




December 17, 2005
Sacramento California
Holiday Luncheon (Ainsley’'s home)

At far table Alice & Les McCargo, Eminja At this table is Rich Doyle, Don Bunn, Kathy &
Maganja & Murry Hunter and Tom Ainsley John Vennemeyer, Eloise Bunn and Kathie Doyle

Here we have Ken & Marilyn Johnson, Leon &
Ollie Abbott and Jack & Pat Peyton And here we have Gary and Fernanda Bender,

Tom & Sheryl Murphy and Betty & Kurt Simon
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2006 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Tom Ainsley

VP/WAGONMASTER

Betty Simon

TREASURER

Eloisa Bunn

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeye r

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Tom Ainsley

ALTERNATE NATIONAL
DIRECTOR

Rich Doyle

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
WEBMASTER

Eileen Owen

MEMBERSHIP
Rich & Kathy Doyle

HISTORIAN

SUNSHINE

Fernanda Bender



Members attending Rally at Aprl| 21-23 2006

Amador County Fair-

grounds Pine Grove California

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Gary and Fernanda Bender
Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle
Murray Hunter & Eminja
Maganja

Les & Alice McCargo

Tom & Sheryl Murphy
Betty & Kurt Simon

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses: Kathy & John
and Murray & Eminja

Indian Grinding Rock State Historic Park

Indian Grinding Rock State His-
toric Park is located in the Si-
erra Nevada foothills eight
miles east of Jackson. The park
nestles in a little valley 2,400
feet above sea level with open
meadows and large valley oaks
that once provided the native
Americans of this area with an
ample supply of acorns. The
park was created in 1968 and
preserves a great outcropping
of marbleized limestone with
some 1,185 mortar holes -- the
largest collection of bedrock
mortars in North America.



Members attending Rally at
Olema Ranch Campground

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle

Murray Hunter & Eminja Ma-
ganja

Marilyn & Ken Johnson

Jim & Joan Keeler

Les & Alice McCargo
Betty & Kurt Simon

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses: Les & Alice
and Jim & Joan

October 12-15 2006
Olema California

Point Reyes National Seashore

The Point Reyes Peninsula, which
juts into the Pacific Ocean just north
of the Golden Gate, has long been
treacherous for ships traveling to and
from San Francisco. In hopes of
reducing the number of shipwrecks,
Congress in 1852 appropriated
$25,000 to build the Point Reyes
Lighthouse.
Coping with the precipitous location
and buying the necessary property,
however, delayed construction of the
forged-iron-plate building, so that the beacon did not go into
operation until December 1, 1870. During the delay, at least
seven more ships ran aground. It is impossible to say how
many of them would have been saved by the beacon,
however, for shipwrecks continued - although less often - after
the lighthouse was in service. Some unfortunate skippers
blamed the light itself, saying it was hard to see from the
south. Others blamed the lighthouse's fog siren, saying it was
hard to hear from the north.
The Point Reyes Lighthouse cast a rotating beam that could
be seen for 24 nautical miles. The light came from four wicks,
which burned refined lard oil. The beam was focused by a
three-ton lens consisting of more than 1,000 handcut prisms
and "bull's eyes." The jewel-like lens mounted in a brass
framework was designed in France by August Jean Fresnel
and built in Paris by the firm of Barbier and Fenestre. The 24-
sided lens stands 7-feet, 11-inches high and 6-feet, 1-inch
wide.




Members attending Luncheon

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Leonard Davis

Rich & Kathie Doyle

Jim & Joan Keeler

Murray Hunter & Eminja Maganja
Les & Alice McCargo

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Guest;

Marilyn & Ken Johnson

Jim & Eileen Owen

Alice Bernard WMHA VP &
husband Bud

Dec. 15 2006
Sacramento California
Casa Garden Restaurant (Holiday
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2007 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Murray Hunter

VP/WAGONMASTER

Betty Simon

TREASURER

Eloise Bunn

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeyer

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Rich Doyle

ALTERNATE NATIONAL
DIRECTOR

Leonard Davis

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Eileen Owen

MEMBERSHIP

Rich & Kathie Doyle

HISTORIAN



April 25-29 2007 Pismo Beach California Members attending Rally at
Channel Islands National Park Coast Village RV Resort

. . Ed & Linda Beers

This rally IS-In the Don & Eloisa Bunn

charming se_a3|dE Rich & Kathie Doyle

town of Pismd|Murry Hunter & Eminja Maganja
Beach, a really nicHBetty & Kurt Simon

park, right on thg
ocean. The weathéfTrail Bosses: Rich & Kathie,
was perfect. Don &_Eloisa Bunn and Betty &
Kurt Simon

A1

The group visited the Channel Islands National Park Visi-
tor Center. This is one of the newest Parks, established in
1980. It is also the least visited National Park with fewer.
than 250,000 visitors annually. The Visitor Center is on
the mainland, so is readily accessible. A short ferry ride is
required to enjoy seeing and hiking the islands. Although
there was not enough time for us to tour the islands, we
received a talk by one of the Rangers and watched a short
film to learn about the Park's volunteering opportunities
and its five islands (Anacapa, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa,
San Miguel, and Santa Barbara) just off the California
Coast.

The Robert J. Lagomarsino Visitor Center
at Channel Islands National Park. The




Channel Islands National Park

We took a little excursion to Solvang, CA a quaint little town in the
Santa Ynez Valley replicating Danish architecture and atmosphere

Solvang was founded in 1911 on 11,000 acres (4,500 ha) of the Ran-
cho San Carlos de Jonata Mexican land grant, by a group of Danish
educators, who traveled west to escape midwestern winters. The city
is home to some bakeries, restaurants, and merchants offering a
taste of Denmark in California. The architecture of many of the build-
ings follows traditional Danish style.

We visited the Edna Valley winery and had a nice tour
of the winery followed by a wine tasting




Members attending Rally
At Dance Country RV Park

Leon & Ollie Abbott
Tom & Joan Ainsley
Don & Eloisa Bunn

Rich & Kathie Doyle
Murray Hunter & Eminja
Maganja

Marilyn & Ken Johnson
Jim & Joan Keeler

Les & Alice McCargo
Betty & Kurt Simon
Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Trail Bosses: Leon & Ollie
And Betty & Kurt

The park is within the Cascade Range
and Modoc Plateau natural region, with
forest and five miles of streamside and
lake shoreline, including a portion of
Lake Britton.

The park's centerpiece is the 129-foot
Burney Falls, which is not the highest or
largest waterfall in the state, but possibly
the most beautiful. Burney Creek origi-
nates from the park's underground
springs and flows to Lake Britton, getting
larger along the way to the majestic falls.

The park's landscape was created by
volcanic activity as well as erosion from
weather and streams. This volcanic re-
gion is surrounded by mountain peaks
and is covered by black volcanic rock, or
basalt. Created over a million years ago,
the layered, porous basalt retains rain-
water and snow melt, which forms a
large underground reservoir.

Within the park, the water emerges as
springs at and above Burney Falls,
where it flows at 100 million gallons
every day.

Burney Falls was named after pioneer
settler Samuel Burney who lived in the
area in the 1850s. The McArthurs were
pioneer settlers who arrived in the late
1800s. Descendants were responsible
for saving the waterfall and nearby land
from development. They bought the
property and gave it to the state as a gift
in the 1920s.

August 3-6 2007

McCloud California
McArthur Burney Falls Memorial State Park

Teddy Roosevelt

circles the falls.

once de-

scribed Burney Falls as the
"eighth wonder of the world".
Great views of the falls are ac-
cessible right from the parking
lot, while a short easy hike takes
you to the base. A 1.3 mile trail




McArthur Burney Falls Memorial State Park




Members attending Rally
At Placerville KOA

Leon & Ollie Abbott
Don & Eloisa Bunn
Murray Hunter & Eminja
Maganja

Betty & Kurt Simon
Kathy & John
Vennemeyer

Guests Irene and Rober t
Flack

Trail Bosses: Betty &
Kurt and Murray &
Eminja

October 4-7 2007 Coloma California
Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park

The visitor’'s center has displays on gold rush era mining meth-
ods, household articles and tools. Other exhibits tell the story of
John A Sutter and James Marshall and the discovery that altered
their lives and history. Docents in period clothing doing demon-
strations from that era,- e.g. preparing logs for gold mining, rug
weaving, etc.

James W. Marshall discovered gold in 1848 on the South Fork of
the American River in the valley the Nisenan Indians knew as
Cullumah. This event led to the greatest mass movement of peo-
ple in the Western Hemisphere and was the spark that ignited
the spectacular growth of the West during the ensuing decades.
The gold discovery site, located in the still visible tailrace of Sut-
ter's sawmill, in present day Coloma California, is one of the
most significant historic sites in the nation.

The purpose of Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park is to
secure for the people and to make available for their observa-
tion, inspiration, and enjoyment, the gold discovery site and its
environs as an accurate portrayal of the story that unfolded at
the time of the discovery and Gold Rush. The park's interpretive
program primarily embraces the period from 1847 through 1852,
but also shows the town of Coloma as it developed

Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park is the place where
James W. Marshall found shining flecks of gold in the tailrace of
the sawmill he was building for himself and John Sutter. This dis-
covery in 1848 changed the course of California's and the na-
tion's history. See a replica of the original sawmill and over 20
historic buildings including mining, house, school, and store ex-
hibits.




October 4-7 2007 Coloma California

We visited the blacksmith shop first where we learned
some interesting facts from the volunteers who were
doing demonstrations. From there we went to the
gold discovery site along the river for a Ranger talk
about the building of the saw mill and the discovery of
gold. After the talk we went toured the museum and
watched one of the films they have

The winery produces a wide range of varieties including
fine Chardonnays and Fumé Blancs., plus a brace of
red varietals. Lava Cap's multi award-winning Chardon-
nay Reserve is a member of our "Top Ten" Selection.

Lava Cap Winery

El Dorado County has a long
tradition of agriculture dating
to the gold rush of the 1800's
and continues to be proud of
our rural atmosphere and agri-
cultural history. They grow a
wide variety of fruits, including
cherries, berries, peaches, ap-
ples, pears, and oranges as
well as wine grapes, flowers,
Christmas trees and other ag-
ricultural products.




December 14 2007
Sacramento California
Casa Garden Restaurant
(Holiday Luncheon)

Tom & Joan Ainsley Don Eloisa Bunn Leonard & June Davis
Jim & Ginny Holifield Ken and Marilyn Johnson Jim & Joan Keeler
Les & Alice McCargo Jack & Pat Peyton Wayne & Elizabeth Raley

Vahl and Pam Clemensen
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2008 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Murray Hunter

VP/WAGONMASTER

Betty Simon

TREASURER

Eloisa Bunn

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeyer

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Murray Hunter

ALTERNATE NATIONAL
DIRECTOR

Don Bunn

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Betty Simon

MEMBERSHIP

Vacant

WEBMASTER

Bob Poole

HISTORIAN

SUNSHINE



Members attending Rally at
Twenty Nine Palms RV
Resort

Ed & Linda Beers

Don & Eloise Bunn

Jim & Ginny Holifield

Rich & Kathie Doyle

Jim & Ginny Holifield

Ken & Marilyn Johnson
Jim & Joan Keeler

Les & Alice McCargo
Betty & Kurt Simon
Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Guests:

Tom and Eddie Harrison
Vern & Tec Jenkins

Bob & Dottie Poole

Don & Helen Johnson

Trail Bosses: Kathy & John
and Linda & Ed

January 13-15 2008
Twentynine Palms California
Joshua Tree Desert National Park

Post Indio rally in Joshua Tree
National Park. Viewed from the
road, this desert park only hints fit
its vitality. Closer examination ret
veals a fascinating variety of
plants and animals that make their
home in this land shaped by strgng
winds, unpredictable torrents of
rain, and climatic extremes. Dar}
night skies, a rich cultural history,
and surreal geologic features adg
to the attraction of this
place.

Ranger Darwin Spearling, of Joshua Tree National Park




Joshua Tree Desert National Park

We left the rally at Indio and
drove about 75 miles to Twenty
Nine Palms RV Resort. We
were ready to have fun.

we met with Dar Spearing , the Park

Ranger. His talk focused on the unique

desert flora, and the different plants

found at different elevations. The name sake Joshua Tree is found at

higher elevations because it requires six inches of rain a year. This was a

reminder that we were in the high desert. We took off for Keys Overlook.

This was quite an experience. The view went on forever. It was a little

glary but impressive. But most impressive was the wind, gale force comes

to mind as a description. Most of us braved the wind to see the view, but
one of stayed overly long.




May 8-11 2008
Golden Spike National Historic Site, Promontory Uta  h

We are participating in the reenactment of
the driving of the golden spike.

Union Pacific's No. 119 and Central Pacific's
"Jupiter" engines lined up facing each other on the
tracks, separated only by the width of one rail.
Leland Stanford, one of the "Big Four" of the Cen-
tral Pacific, had brought four ceremonial spikes.
The famed "Golden Spike" was presented by
David Hewes, a San Francisco construction mag-
nate. It was engraved with the names of the Cen-
tral Pacific directors, special sentiments appropri-
ate to the occasion, and, on the head, the notation
"the Last Spike." A second golden spike was pre-
sented by the San Francisco News Letter. A silver
spike was Nevada's contribution, and a spike
blended of iron, silver, and gold represented Ari-
zona. These spikes were dropped into a pre-bored
laurelwood tie during the ceremony. No spike rep-
resented Utah, and Mormon Church leaders were
conspicuous by their absence

This historic site
witnessed one of
the most important
accomplishments of
the 19th century.
On May 10, 1869,
officials of the Central Pacific Railroad and Union Pacific
Railroad met here to drive four symbolic spikes (two
gold), celebrating the completion of the first transconti-
nental railroad. The Last Spike Ceremony is reenacted
every year on the May 10th anniversary, as well as every
Saturday and Holiday from May 10th to September, and
at the annual Railroader's Festival held the second Satur-
day in August and during the Winter Steam Festival on
the last weekend in December.
Working replicas of the 1860's steam locomotives
‘Jupiter' and '119' are in operation from May-September




Members attending Rally at August 22-25 2008
Leon & Ollie Abbot Jamestown California
Don & Eloisa Bum Railtown 1897 State Historic Park

Leonard & June Davis
Erminja Maganja & Murray
Hunter

Les & Alice McCargo
Kathy &John Vennemeyer

Guest:
Luigi & Trish Fortino

Trail Bosses: Alice & Les
McCargo and Erminja &
Murray Hunter

The group went to Jamestown for the historic train ride and re-
turned the next morning for a guided tour of the railroad round-
house.

Located in Jamestown, in the heart of Californfatdd Coun-
try about 100 miles southeast of Sacramento, Railtb897
State Historic Park is home to the Historic Jam&st8hops
and Roundhouse—an intact and still-functioning rstézco-
motive repair and maintenance facility, portionswiich date
back to 1897. This one-of-a-kind attraction combimelustrial
heritage and railroad history with the lore of jalbod’s film
industry. The Railtown 1897 Interpretive Centeg #uthentic
roundhouse and shops, and the Depot Store (aadispecialty
gift shop) are among the Park’s unique year-roufetings.




Railtown 1897 State Historic Park




December 12 2008 Lodi California
Lodi Elks Lodge (Holiday Luncheon)

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Ton & Joan Ainsley

Don & Eloisa Bunn
Leonard & June Davis
Mike & Josette Forbes
Trish & Luigi Fortino

Jim & Ginny Holifield
Murray Hunter & Erminja
Maganja

Neil Pauls & Susan Brown
Betty & Kurt Simon

Kathy & John Vennemeyer




TRAVELING

VIP

YEAR 2009

Starting our sixth year



2009 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Tom Ainsley

VP/WAGONMASTER

Don Bunn

TREASURER

Les McCargo

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeyer

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Tom Ainsley

ALTERNATE NATIONAL
DIRECTOR

Kurt Simon

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Betty Simon

MEMBERSHIP

Mike Forbes

WEBMASTER

Bob Poole

HISTORIAN

Jack Peyton

SUNSHINE
Ginny Holifield



Members attending Rally at
Palm Canyon Resort

Leon & Ollie Abbott

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Josette & Mike Forbes

Jim & Ginny Holifield
Susan Brown & Neil Paules
Betty & Kurt Simon

Guests: Eddie & Tom Harrison
Dottie & Bob Poole

Janet & David Weilein

Trail Bosses: Betty & Kurt
and Joan & Tom

January 12-15 2009
Borrego Springs California
Anza Borrego Desert State Park

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park is the
largest state park in California. Five-
hundred miles of dirt roads, 12 wilder-
ness areas and miles of hiking trails pro-
vide visitors with an unparalleled oppor-
tunity to experience the wonders of the
California Desert. The park is named af-
ter Spanish explorer Juan Bautista de
Anza and the Spanish name borrego, or
bighorn sheep. The park features
washes, wildflowers, palm groves, cacti
and sweeping vistas. Visitors may also
have the chance to see roadrunner,
golden eagles, kit foxes, mule deer and
bighorn sheep as well as iguanas,
chuckwallas and the red diamond rattle-
snake.

The second day about half of the
group went on a jeep tour of the
area. Actually, it was in an old army
truck which handled the terrain very
well, although it was a little bumpy in
places. It was supposed to be a 4-
hour tour, but it ended up being al-
most 6 hours as we were all having
such a good time. Our guide, Joe,
was very knowledgeable. We ex-
plored one of the dry lake beds, went
climbing through some rocky areas,
had a great lunch, drove around the
badlands and finished up at Font's
Point for a spectacular view of the
badlands from above.

Park

we went to the Visitor's Center and watched a
movie and had a talk by “Ranger Steve” about the




Anza Borrego Desert State Park




Members attending Rally June 24-27 2009

at Childs Meadow Resort . ]
Lassen Volcanic National Park
Leon & Ollie Abbott

Tom & Joan Ainsley Lassen Volcanic National Park

Don & Eloisa Bunn Come witness a brief moment in the ancient battle be-
Jim & Joan Keeler tween the earth shaping forces of creation and destruc-
Betty & Kurt Simon tion. Nestled within Lassen's peaceful mountain forests

Kathy & John Vennemeyer |you will find that hissing fumaroles and boiling mud pots
still shape and change the land.

Trail Bosses:

Don & Eloisa and .
Kathy & John Kohm Yah-mah-nee Visitor Cente

Located just 9 miles from the
Southwest entrance to Lassen Vol-
canic National Park in Northern
California (halfway between Susan-
ville and Red Bluff) the quiet resort
is nestled among picturesque
meadows & streams at the end of
the Shasta/Cascade Mountain
Range.

Did You Know?
Lassen Volcanic Nationg
Park started as two separpte
national monuments desig-
nated by President Theodgre
Roosevelt in 1907: Cindé¢r
Cone National Monument
and Lassen Peak National
Monument.




Members attending Rally
at Mariposa Fairgrounds

Leon & Ollie Abbott
Tom & Joan Ainsley
Don & Eloisa Bunn
Jim & Ginny Holifield
Betty & Kurt Simon

Trail Bosses:
Ollie and Leon
Eloisa and Don

September 22-24 2009
Mariposa California

California State Mining and Mineral Museum

State Park Interpreter Randy
Bolt at California Mining &

Minerals Museum

Facsimile of Golden Bear Nugget
Yankee Jim, Placer County, CA. 1871
Original owned by the California Federd

tion of Mineralogical Societies

We visited the Mariposa County Museum where we received a complete tour of
the museum as well as the surrounding grounds where many original artifacts
are preserved.

The next day we visited the California Mining & Minerals Museum where Mr.
Randy Bolt, gave us an excellent overview of the history of Gold Mining in Cali-
fornia. He pointed out that there are some very precious Gold specimen's on
display at the museum for the public to view, however, there is only one way out
of Mariposa so the threat of theft is minimal.

There is still gold in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada, at the California State
Mining and Mineral Museum, in historic Mariposa. This is where explorers John
C. Fremont and Kit Carson found the rich Mariposa Vein and opened the first
mill to crush ore and extract gold in California. You are invited to discover for
yourself California's mineral wealth, colorful history and geologic diversity as you
view the official mineral collection of the state of California. The collection, which
began in 1880, contains over 13,000 objects including mining artifacts, rare
specimens of crystalline gold in its many forms, as well as beautiful gem and
mineral specimens from California and around the world.

We are proud to display the Fricot "Nugget", a rare and beautiful specimen of
crystallized gold discovered in the American River in 1864. This spectacular
13.8-pound. specimen is the largest remaining intact mass of crystalline gold
from 19th century California,.

Volunteer Guide at
Maricopa County
Museum




Dec. 2-3 2009
Lodi California
Lodi Elks Lodge (Holiday Luncheon/Overnight)

Coordinators: Don Bunn and Betty Simon

Leon & Ollie Abbott Tom & Joan Ainsley Don & Eloisa Bunn

Jim & Ginny Holifield

Leonard & June Davis Jack & Pat Peyton

Jim & Joan McCracken

Jim & Joan Keeler Betty & Kurt Simon Kathy & John Vennemeyer



TRAVELING

VIP

YEAR 2010

Starting our seventh year



2010 BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT

Tom Ainsley

VP/WAGONMASTER

Betty Simon, Acting

TREASURER

Les McCargo

SECRETARY

Kathy Vennemeyer

NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Kurt Simon

ALTERNATE NATIONAL
DIRECTOR

Kathy Vennemeyer

APPOINTMENTS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Betty Simon

MEMBERSHIP

Joan Ainsley

WEBMASTER

Bob Poole

HISTORIAN

Jack Peyton

SUNSHINE
Ginny Holifield



San Diego California, January 11-14 2010

Members attending Rally at
Chula Vista RV Resort

Tom & Joan Ainsley

Don & Eloisa Bunn

Leonard & June Davis

Jim & Ginny Holifie
Jack & Pat Peyton
Bob & Dottie Poole
Betty & Kurt Simon

Kathy & John Vennemeyer

Guest

Cindy Whitmore
Trail Bosses:
Bob & Dottie &

Id

Cabrillo National Monument,
Old Town San Diego State Historic Park

Torrey Pines State Reserve

Betty & Kurt

After a very successful rally at
Indio 8 rigs traveled on to San
Diego to the Chula Vista RV Re-
sort. The next day we visited
Cabrillo National Monument
overlooking San Diego bay.
There is a Visitor Center with ex-
tensive displays and video. A
short hike take you to the Old
Point Loma lighthouse build
1854. Our next stop was a
Guided tour of Old Town State
Historic Park. We finish off the
day with a group dinner at the La
Pinata Mexican restaurant in Old
Town.




San Diego California, January 11-14 2010

The following day we visited Torrey Pines State Reserve. 2000
acres of land are as they were before San Diego was devel-
oped -with the chaparral plant community, the rare and elegant
Torrey pine trees, miles of unspoiled beaches, and a lagoon that
is vital to migrating seabirds. One can imagine what California
must have looked like to the early settlers, or to the Spanish ex-
plorers, or even to the first California residents here. There are 8
miles of trails, Pueblo-style structure that served as a restaurant
when it was built in 1923 houses the visitor center, featuring in-
terpretive displays and guided nature walks on weekends and
holidays.




